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Hello, Park Avenue friends! 
 

We made some big changes at our annual meeting on January 29th! We voted in a new 
membership covenant, updated our by-laws to make the membership process more 
inclusive, and voted in an aspirational budget for 2023 as a sign of our commitment to 
ensure PACC thrives and our trust in God to help us do it. 
 

One moment that I was not expecting to feel so "big" to me, though, was when 
incoming moderator Mike Rich named each ministry and asked anyone who had 
volunteered with that ministry in the past year to stand. By the end, every single person 
in the sanctuary was standing, along with several folks online raising their hands. It was 
a powerful visual reminder that it takes the contributions, big or small, of each and 
every one of us to make PACC the vibrant community it is, and that each and every one 
of us has gifts that make our church a better place. 
 

Starting this month, every fourth Sunday in 2023 we'll be spotlighting one person's story 
of why PACC matters to them and how they have seen God show up through this 
community. Sharon Hamilton and I are organizing this through the Stewardship ministry, 
not as an "ask" for money - although it will be right before we receive our weekly 
offering - but as a reminder of all that God is doing here and how each of us can 
contribute in a variety of ways to keeping PACC the supportive, vital community it is for 
so many people. Whether it's the budget or worship or any one of our ministries, it 
takes all of us to make it happen.  
 

What a gift God has given us in being part of something so life-giving. Here's to a year of 
not only keeping it going, but sharing this gift with others, that PACC might keep 
growing and giving to our congregation and our community! 

Blessings,  Leah   Reverend Leah Lyman Waldron, Pastor 

 
2023 LENTEN STUDY – Wednesdays from 2/22 – 4/5 
Lent starts on Ash Wednesday, February 22. For our Lenten Study Series this year, 
which meets weekly through Lent on Wednesday nights on Zoom, we'd like to know 
what YOU want to do! Please take a minute to answer this quick survey: Lenten Study 
Survey. Keep an eye out for more information coming soon via e-mail and announced 
during Sunday Worships. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdT9NGoGHTrPebTdlQkNM2L3P1qakqk2aQzl3dWyEEswjAqkQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdT9NGoGHTrPebTdlQkNM2L3P1qakqk2aQzl3dWyEEswjAqkQ/viewform


3 
 

 



4 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH CHOIR 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
Hello, PACC families! In Sunday School we've been enjoying learning about some of 
Jesus' earliest years of "teaching" with his disciples, and with the people who first began 
to follow him in his ministry. Our circle-time discussions are warm and meaningful, and 
we often have fun hands-on activities. We continue to meet in two classrooms - 
Elementary (grades 1-5) and Preschool (ages 3-5), EXCEPT for long weekend Sundays, 
when we met as a mixed-age classroom (February 19 will be mixed-age). Youth in 
middle and high school are welcome to help in these classrooms as they are able. If YOU 
are interested in helping out in Sunday School as a teacher or assistant, please reach out 
to Andy! It's a great way to learn from our youngest PACC folks, and teens can get 
Community Service hours! Watch for more news about upcoming family events, and a 
Youth Group meeting in March! 
 

On February 5 - Please join us after church for an "Assembly Party" to put together 
Hygiene Kits for the Somerville Homeless Coalition . We'll be collecting hygiene 
supplies on the Sundays leading up to Feb. 5, including supplies for Period Kits for 
Church World Services . On Feb. 5, we'll sort supplies and assemble the kits. To learn 
more, or to get a list of supplies needed, please contact Damon Sidel 
(damon.sidel@gmail.com or 617-953-2066). Monetary donations are also welcome, 
and if received by Feb. 5, will be used to purchase supplies. 
 

YOUTH CHOIR  
Greetings, Youth Choir families! Thanks to all for making beautiful music in church a 
couple of weeks ago - and thanks also for your scheduling flexibility in January. This 
month we'll be exploring some new songs and some old favorites, including a couple of 
African American spirituals and some fun things as we anticipate Easter. Thank you, as 
always, for your beautiful voices and enthusiastic participation! 
 

General schedule for Youth Choir:  Rehearsals on the 1st and 2nd Sundays of each 
month, in the Nicoll Room (after Church/Sunday School, usually 11:30-12:15).  On the 
3rd Sunday of the month, we have an early rehearsal at 9:20am, and on that Sunday, we 
sing in the church service during All Ages time. This schedule is from September through 
June. We sing all kinds of beautiful things: contemporary and classical music, songs from 
other countries, folk songs, rounds, and spirituals, in unison and harmony.   

 
Thank you, so much!  ~  Andy Hart (hartandrea@comcast.net) 

https://somervillehomelesscoalition.org/
https://cwskits.org/?_gl=1%2A14t2yb0%2A_ga%2AMTgwNjg3NDQ4NC4xNjc0MTQxNzgx%2A_ga_RNS88DSYZJ%2AMTY3NDE0MTc4MS4xLjAuMTY3NDE0MTc4Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://cwskits.org/?_gl=1%2A14t2yb0%2A_ga%2AMTgwNjg3NDQ4NC4xNjc0MTQxNzgx%2A_ga_RNS88DSYZJ%2AMTY3NDE0MTc4MS4xLjAuMTY3NDE0MTc4Mi4wLjAuMA..
mailto:hartandrea@comcast.net
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GROUPS AND MINISTRIES AT PACC 
  

PACC MEN 
Please join us for dinner and fellowship in the Fellowship Room on  
Tuesday, February 7, at 6:30 pm. We will order dinner from a local restaurant (TBD). 
Let Mike Rich (mrich3478@comcast.net, 781-975-0184) or Dave Morrissette 
(drmorriss@comcast.net, 617-835-6060) know if you are coming or need a ride. 
 

WOMEN’S GUILD 
We will meet on February 16, at 11:30 am, in the Fellowship Room. Please bring a 
brown bag lunch. Hot beverages will be provided. Winter months meetings are always 
weather permitting. If there is no school there will be no Guild but safety is always the 
guiding factor. Looking forward to fellowship even when the weather is chilly. Come 
when you are able whether it be all meetings or just a few. 
 

MISSION AND JUSTICE MINSTRY 
 

ARLINGTON EATS 
Please consider a monetary donation to Arlington EATS as they experience higher than 
usual need and lower than usual contributions during the pandemic.  
 

SARAH’S CIRCLE 
For Black History Month, Sarah's Circle's selection is All That She Carried: The Journey of 
Ashley's Sack, A Black Family Keepsake written by renowned historian, Tiya Miles. It is 
an exploration of the history of American slavery as it pertains specifically to the 
experiences of women and girls.  

mailto:mrich3478@comcast.net
mailto:drmorriss@comcast.net
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We hope you will join us on Saturday, February 18, at 11:00 am to discuss what should 
be a moving and powerful read. We have changed to a fully remote format until cold 
and flu season is over or daffodils are blooming, whichever comes first.   
 

Please contact Merrith Sabo Jones (MerrithSJ@gmail.com) to receive the Zoom invitation. 
 
PROPERTY MINISTRY 
Property updates of note: The exterior lighting around the church has been repaired. A 
gutter was installed to eliminate icy sidewalks near the Narthex porch. We are pricing 
new doors for the Narthex and hope to have estimates soon. 
If you see something property related around the church that needs fixing, please reach 
out to property deacon, Eric Rochon so we can get it fixed. ericrochon_11@hotmail.com  

 
PACC 2023 ROSTER 
We are updating the PACC Roster, and would love to include you! The roster is 
distributed only among PACC members and friends, and it is a wonderful way to stay 
connected. If you have any updates to your current information OR would like to be 
added to the PACC Roster, please contact Christine in the office at  office@pacc-
ucc.org or (781)643-8680.  **Please send your information by 2/10/23** 
* The Roster is a directory of Park Avenue Congregational Church Members and friends. It is the 
property of Park Avenue Congregational Church, and may only be used for church purposes. 
 

mailto:MerrithSJ@gmail.com
mailto:ericrochon_11@hotmail.com
mailto:office@pacc-ucc.org
mailto:office@pacc-ucc.org
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It may be the middle of winter but before we know it, spring will be here and with it the 
PACC Rummage Sale. It will be on Saturday, April 29, the first rummage sale since 2019. 
Are there items you have accumulated since then you no longer need or want that you 
could donate to the sale? The list of items you can donate is long. For example, we are 
looking for gently used men's, women's, and children's clothing (all clean and in good 
condition), baby items, toys, housewares, books, CDs, DVDs, sporting and gardening 
equipment, tools, small appliances (all must be in working condition), craft items, 
baskets, holiday decor, paintings, pet items, small furniture, and jewelry and accessories 
(like scarves and handbags). Please do NOT donate TVs and computers. This year we 
ask that you do NOT donate stuffed animals or linens. We will be setting up and sorting 
the two days prior to the sale. In addition to collecting items for the sale, please mark 
your calendars now for those three days and plan to participate in this fun and useful 
annual event. Besides being a fundraiser for our church and a time of fellowship, this is 
an event the wider community anticipates and greatly appreciates. Thank you!  
 

Contact Barbara Wagner (781-648-8228 or 781-929-1466, bcwtad@gmail.com), Judy Miller 
(judyamiller@mac.com) and Diane Wells (978-692-9176, dwells518@comcast.net) for any 
questions. 

mailto:bcwtad@gmail.com
mailto:judyamiller@mac.com
mailto:dwells518@comcast.net
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

In celebration: 
Congratulations to Matthew Tuttle, who won the Massachusetts and Massachusetts 
JOAD indoor state archery championships in January, shot two perfect ends (all three 
arrows in the center of the target), and set an indoor personal best record!  (JOAD is the 
USA Archery Junior Olympic Archery Development program intended to help young 
archers become Olympic archers.)  
 

In our prayers:  
Andy Hart and her mother, Priscilla Carr, at the death of Andy’s stepfather, Ron Carr. 
 

Jim and Claire Gibbons, as Claire recuperates from an outpatient procedure and Jim is 
also dealing with health issues. 
 

Tom Jannsen, recuperating at home after a hospitalization for pneumonia.  
Carolyn Manson’s friend Nur Ayton, who is in Turkey caring for her seriously ill brother 
and mother. 
 

Joscelyn Moore’s husband Todd, recuperating at home after a hospitalization for flu 
and RSV. 
 

Elijah O’Rourke, recuperating from surgery on his broken ankle. 
 

Maria Yunis’s brother Christian, who is in treatment for brain cancer. 
 

Mike Rich’s brother Jeff who is experiencing health issues. 
 

Jim Williams, who is in treatment for a recurrence of prostate cancer. 
 

Pam Lepri and her family, as they gather to celebrate her dad Ron Lepri's 80th birthday 
on February 27. 
 

Merrith Sabo-Jones’ neighbor’s daughter Michaela, who has been diagnosed with a 
childhood cancer and just had her first chemo treatment in Boston. 
 
 

Please continue to keep in your prayers:  Margaret Berman, Dorothy Brawn,  
Jim and Linda Brinkman, Chad Cimo, Anita Clarke, Yvonne Crockett, Andrew D’Eon, 
Kingsley and Janet Doe, Connie Dugan, Linda Fenner, Janet Hoffman, Marilyn Jannsen, 
Kate Lindheim, Cindy Manson, Tricia McConville, Sue McNary, Susan Neary,  
Chickie Olson, Gwen Phelps, Jane Puopolo, Pam and Jerry Scheinfeldt,  
Richard Sizensky, and Maria Zakaria.  

*If you or someone you know at PACC is celebrating a milestone birthday (turning 80 or 90), 
please let Scott Jones sjones1790@aol.com or Pam Lepri Pamel.Lepri@gmail.com  know. Thank 
you! * 

mailto:sjones1790@aol.com
mailto:Pamel.Lepri@gmail.com
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Messages from our PACC family and friends 
 

To my dear PACC family -- my mom Priscilla and I would like to thank you for the many 
kindnesses you have shown us over the many weeks and months of my step-dad Ron's 
illness, and around his recent passing. Your cards and messages have been so 
appreciated, and both my mom and I have felt supported and strengthened by your 
continued prayers. What a blessing it is to be part of such a loving community. 

With heartfelt gratitude and love, Andy Hart 

 
 

 



10 
 

PACC COUNCIL OF DEACONS 2023 
OFFICERS AND MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Moderator             Mike Rich 
Vice Moderator         Valerie Censabella 
Clerk                  Linda Cohn 
Treasurer              Mark Tuttle 
 
Administration         Laurie Scott  
Care                   Pam Lepri and Scott Jones 
Christian Education      Valerie Censabella and Barbara Wagner 
Fellowship             Hong Chin   
Finance                Debbie Douglas 
Property               Eric Rochon 
Membership           Cindy Manson 
Mission and Justice      Jane Flores and Damon Sidel 
Music                 Ethan Brush 
Stewardship            Sharon Hamilton 
Worship               Bonnie Hayner 
  

2023 PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS 
Financial Secretary      Don Cohn 
Asst. Financial Secretary  Christine Rochon 
Collector               Christine Rochon 
Assistant Collectors  Linda Cohn, Tim Durning, Bonnie Hayner, 

Leanne Marden, and Judy Miller 
Assistant Treasurers     Tim Durning and Alicia Tapper 
Head Usher            Pam Lepri 
Head Streaming Tech    Dave Morrissette 
Historian               Linda Cohn 
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 “Love Your Wicked Awesome Neighbor Challenge” 

 

A local organization “Everyday Boston”, www.everydayboston.org, has 
an annual Valentine’s day challenge. They have some great suggestions 

for how to spread some love this Valentine’s Day, on Tuesday, February 14. Everyone 
can use a little extra kindness during the winter season. 
 

 
Let’s join in, PACC! 

 
We’ve outlined the idea below, but feel free to make it work for you! 

 
 

Here’s the plan:  
1. Cut out a card of any size, shape or color. 
2. Write some encouraging words on it. 
3. Add your first name (or not if you don’t want to), and sign it 
#yourwickedawesomeneighbor. 
4. Share it! 

 

Ways to share it: 
 Post a picture of it on social media. 
 Display it in the window of your home or workplace or the side of your car. 
 Tack it on a bulletin board of a coffee shop or another public space for others to see. 
 Slip it under the door of a small business. 
 Put it in your neighbor’s mail box. 
 Mail it to someone from PACC. 
 Send a picture of your card to CHAT@pacc-ucc.org to share with all your PACC friends. 
 Give it to your bus driver, mail person, teacher, doctor! The opportunities are endless! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.everydayboston.org/
mailto:CHAT@pacc-ucc.org



