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Hello PACC friends, 
 

This past month I did a sermon series on what I learned in Detroit during my Next 
Generation Leadership Initiative training on creativity and innovation. We talked about 
Detroit's shift in perspective towards seeing possibility in the aftermath of devastation; the 
"adjacent possible" and "failing frequently," ideas reminding us we can start with what's 
possible now and approach ministry like experiments where failure is a lighthearted and 
joyful learning process; and we ended with "Clergy Bowling," a sermon on unity that urged 
us to translate the caring, active "oneness" we are so good at in church into a collective 
response to the epidemics of gun violence and white supremacy in our country. 

I have to admit that I felt a bit out of my comfort zone in preaching this series - I wasn't at all 
sure that leadership conference material would make for compelling or inspiring sermons, 
particularly when there is so much pain and suffering in our community and in the world. 
But it turns out that in nudging me to preach on this, the Holy Spirit knew what She was 
doing, because your responses have been enthusiastic and concrete. Damon Sidel decided 
to start "Team Mission: Failure" to get us excited about trying small, outward-facing 
ministry experiments to see what sticks instead of waiting until we have perfected a 5-year 
strategic plan of how to address needs in our community. Tina Gramm volunteered to 
jumpstart our environmental justice ministry, with some small-scale events this summer 
and a more coordinated effort in the fall. Abby Youngblood let us know about the March for 
Our Lives in Melrose from 10:00 am-11am on Saturday, June 11, to gather with others who 
are working to end gun violence. And all this comes right on the heels of our Neurodiversity 
101 event last week, which our confirmands chose as a topic they care about and which so 
many of you attended as a way to share your experiences and support people in our 
congregation and community who are neurodiverse. 

In other words, as is oh-so-fitting as we move towards Pentecost, the Holy Spirit is indeed 
up to all sorts of good things in our midst - in and through you all, who are saying with your 
words and your actions that PACC is a creative, innovative place where what we do matters 
and where God's creative, innovative love for the planet, for our neighbors, and for all 
people is flourishing!  

If that sounds exciting - come join us! Get involved with, or try a ministry experiment about, 
something you care about, something God cares about. Because especially when things look 
bleak, doing good with and for others while sharing God's extravagantly welcoming love is 
the good news that will keep us going. 

Thanks be to God! Leah  Reverend Leah Lyman Waldron, Pastor
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH CHOIR 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Hello, PACC families! Wonderful to be seeing many of you in these past weeks, in church 
and Sunday School! We've been exploring some favorite Bible stories, and doing some 
fun projects. THANK YOU to all who have been helping to teach or assist in Sunday 
School!  

Youth Sunday and Confirmation Sunday are coming up on June 5, which is also 
Pentecost - when we celebrate the Holy Spirit coming to all of us. We will NOT have 
Sunday School that day. We have some of our older students leading the service, a 
special story for All Ages time, some fun music, and beautiful "flame" headbands for all 
kids to wear (the children made them). Families with younger children are welcome to 
take a break out in the Narthex with a book, or head outside to the playground.  

Summer Sunday School starts on June 12. We'll have a mixed-age class with a story and 
some outside-time whenever possible. Please let Andy know if you can volunteer to 
help on a Sunday or two. We need two helpers each Sunday (one adult, one teen).  
Many helping hands will make it all go smoothly! 

We send a huge THANK YOU, CONGRATULATIONS, and BEST WISHES to our wonderful 
Ella Ford, as she graduates High School and looks ahead to attending the Honor's 
College at UMASS Amherst. Ella has been incredibly helpful in her work with the 
Christian Education programs at PACC. Her positive spirit and infectious energy have 
been monumental as she helped manage and teach Sunday School classes both pre-and 
post-Covid. Ella created our wonderful "Buddy Program", pairing up older and younger 
PACC kids for outdoor and online activities. Her warmth, creativity, and spirit-filled 
leadership have truly enriched our community. THANK YOU SO MUCH, ELLA! We will 
miss you!  Sending Happy Summer wishes to all! ~ Andy Hart 

YOUTH CHOIR  
Hello singers and families. What a beautiful Benediction Response you sang a couple 
weeks ago! Looking forward to seeing (and hearing) you next on June 5 -- Youth Sunday 
and Confirmation Sunday. We'll meet a bit early, before church. We'll be singing "Rise 
Up O Flame and "I Wanna Walk a Mile In Your Shoes" (and possibly also "The Lord Be 
With You" again).  Watch your email for details and reminders. It’s almost summer! I 
hope to have another "back-yard" Youth Choir gathering over the summer, and also 
keep your eye out for an All-Ages singing opportunity!  
THANK YOU as always for your participation, and all best wishes for a restful, healthy, 
and fun summer!    ~ Andy Hart (hartandrea@comcast.net)  

mailto:hartandrea@comcast.net
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GROUPS AND MINISTRIES AT PACC 

WOMEN’S GUILD 
We will meet on Thursday, June 16, at 11:30 am in the Fellowship Room. We will have 
a salad luncheon. We will be in touch in the next few weeks about the menu! Our 
beloved ladies who have reached their ninth decade (90 or over) are guests of honor! 
We will be discussing plans for summer outings so please mark your calendars and plan 
to join us at the June meeting. 

SARAH’S CIRCLE 
Our June meeting has been scheduled for Saturday, June 4, at 11:00 am. The book to be 
discussed is Jesus and the Lost Goddess: The Secret Teachings of the Original 
Christians by Timothy Freke and Peter Gandy. Drawing on modern scholarship, the 
authors decode the secret teachings of the original Christians and theorize about who 
the original Christians really were and what they actually taught. In addition, the book 
explores the many myths of Jesus and the Goddess. 

Please join us for what is certain to be an intriguing discussion. The weather is getting 
better, and we hope to have a hybrid meeting, in person as well as with Zoom. Please 
contact Joan at AmonLawFirm@aol.com for the Zoom links and/or to be added to the 
Sarah’s Circle distribution list where a lot more information is available each month.

PACC MEN 
Please join us at Blue Ribbon Barbecue, 908 Massachusetts Ave, Arlington, June 7, at 
6:30 PM. We hope the weather and COVID situation will be appropriate for us to eat in 
their outside dining area. Please let Mike Rich or Dave (drmorriss@comcast.net) know if 
you will be able to attend and call or email if you need help with transportation. 

MISSION AND JUSTICE MINSTRY 
ARLINGTON EATS 
Please consider a monetary donation to Arlington EATS as they experience higher than 
usual need and lower than usual contributions during the pandemic.  
You may donate directly here: https://www.arlingtoneats.org/help/donate-money/ 

PROPERTY MINISTRY 
Kitchen and Upstairs Bathroom Renovation Updates 
Great news! The kitchen and bathrooms are complete! We’re just awaiting final 
inspections. The upstairs bathrooms can be used again! 

mailto:AmonLawFirm@aol.com
https://www.blueribbonbbq.com/
https://www.arlingtoneats.org/help/donate-money/
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
In celebration: 
 

Congratulations to Peter and Leah Berdovsky, at the birth of their daughter, Skye Fia 
Berdovsky, on May 24.  Peter is the foster son and dear friend of Mike and Betty Rich. 

In our prayers: 
Nick and Liz Dokos, at the death of Liz’s mother, Florence Marshall, on May 7.  She was 
the grandmother of Margeneta and Ted Dokos and the great-grandmother of Nicholas. 

For his family and friends after the unexpected death of Michael Williams, a friend of 
PACC who often came to worship with Cindy Manson. 

Norma Allen’s friend, Susan Neary, who is facing challenges in her cancer treatment. 

Margaret Berman, as she recuperates from bone graft surgery to help her leg heal. 

Margaret Berman’s nephew, David, who will have gall bladder surgery. 

Ann Bruhn, who has been diagnosed with stage 3 endometrial cancer. 

Valerie Censabella’s niece, Laurie, who was recently diagnosed with breast cancer. 

The family of Peggy Kyle’s best friend, whose husband, Jim Burns, is in hospice care and 
nearing the end of his life. 

Cindy Manson, who has started chemotherapy treatments for breast cancer. 

Chickie Olson, as she continues with her chemotherapy treatments. 

Mike Rich's brother, Jeff, recovering at home after a brief, diagnostic hospital stay. 

Holly Stumpf, recuperating from knee replacement surgery. 

Barbara Wagner, who has been diagnosed with a recurrence of breast cancer. 
 

Also, please keep in your prayers:  Dorothy Brawn, Jim and Linda Brinkman, Anita Clarke, 
Yvonne Crockett, Janet and Kingsley Doe, Connie Dugan, Lisa Forté, Janet Hoffman,  
Marilyn Jannsen, Tom Jannsen, Jamie Kelly, Tricia McConville, Liz McMahon, Kimball Payne, 
and Jane Puopolo. 

*If you or someone you know at PACC is celebrating a milestone birthday (turning 80 or 90),
please let Linda Cohn know (781-646-9029 or lpc@cohnarlington.net). Thank you! * 

Messages from our PACC members and friends 
Thank you to everyone for the kind words of comfort and sympathy at the death of Liz’s 
mother, Florence Marshall.                                                                  Warmly, The Dokos Family 
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The Fall Vacation Week at Craigville retreat center rate is only $423.50 for four nights 
beginning Labor Day. This covers the room and meal costs. There is a non-refundable 
deposit of $100 to guarantee your space. There is no set program. Carpooling can be 
arranged if needed. If you go online to Craigville retreat center, Centerville MA, you'll 
find photos and information. Dozens of us have gone there in the past and it is open to 
all so feel free to share the information! Call Cathy Carpenter, Administrative assistant 
at the Craigsville retreat center. 508-775-1265.   Meredythe Schober 

PACC 2022 GRADUATES 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
Ella Ford is graduating from Arlington High School. She will attend UMass Amherst 
Honors College to study Neuroscience this fall. 

Michelle O’Rourke is proud to announce her daughter, Ava O’Rourke, is graduating 
from Burlington High School. Ava is Susan O’Rourke’s granddaughter and  
Margaret Berman’s great-granddaughter.  

Jane Flores' niece, Ava Flores-Stamatelaky, is graduating from Beaver Country Day 
School. She will attend George Washington University in DC to study Social Sciences. 

HIGHER ED GRADUATES 
Abigail Ewen graduated from Boston University with a degree in dietetics and nutrition. 
She will be pursuing a graduate degree in this area at BU beginning this fall.  

Susan O’Rourke’s son, Margaret Berman’s grandson, Derek O’Rourke, is a Belmont 
Firefighter, after graduating from the Firefighters Academy in Bridgewater this May.




