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Dear PACC friends,
As we begin Advent, the season of preparation for Jesus coming once again into the
world and into our hearts, I've been thinking about this poem by Shannon K. Evans
about Mary's response to the angel Gabriel's visit:
The angel Gabriel made her an offer she could refuse.
The possibility was the point.
And she said yes.
She said yes when she could have said no.
When she could have said find someone else.
Inhabit someone else
Glory someone else
Doom someone else.
It's all too easy to imagine Mary as
passive; docile; submissive;
when what she exhibits in the text is
courage; independence; self-determination.
She has agency
and she chooses the way of radical love;
to birth God,
to unite her flesh to that which never began and will never end.
What then, is our invitation, yours and mine?
How are we offered the chance to say yes
when we could just as easily say no
and miss incarnation?
Have we misunderstood courage?
Have we confused freedom with duty?
Have we believed in the possibility of
uniting our flesh to the living God?
For what if possibility [is] the point?

--This part, in particular, has caught my imagination: "How are we offered the chance to
say yes / when we could just as easily say no / and miss incarnation?"
I wonder about all the times I have said no when I could have said yes - what gift I, and
the world, missed out on. And I think back in awe at the power of the moments I did say
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yes when I might very well have said no: sitting with someone who knows they are at
the end of life, feeling there is nothing I could "do" and yet meeting Jesus in helping a
dying person feel less alone and in bearing witness to the preciousness of life as it ebbs
away. Putting away my phone and looking my children in the eye, meeting Jesus in their
thoughtful questions and their silly delight at the world God has made. Standing with a
friend whose people have been assaulted by bigotry and meeting Jesus in the
willingness to care about another's suffering as if it were my own. Stopping in the
busyness of my day to listen to another, meeting Jesus in the holy act of receiving what
is on their heart or in the sharing of my resources to meet their need.
As we draw closer to Jesus' birth, let's you and me together keep our eyes open for
those moments we might say yes to God and become part of bringing Love to earth.
With expectant joy,

Reverend Leah Lyman Waldron, Pastor
P.S. You can find Shannon K. Evans at https://www.shannonkevans.com/ or on Instagram
@shannonkevans.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN VIRTUAL SERVICES AT PACC

Virtual Church - Sundays at 10:00 am on ZOOM / Facebook

Pastor Leah sends out an e-mail a day or two before Worship with a link to ZOOM and
our Facebook page. Contact the office to sign up for those e-mails.
To participate in worship via Zoom from your computer or smart phone:
Click here just before 10:00am (it's okay to join late): https://zoom.us/j/742148863
You can choose whether to use the video function or just audio.
To participate via Zoom from your phone (audio only):
Call this number: (929) 205 6099 . If asked for a meeting ID, enter: 742 148 863
To participate via Facebook:
Go to our Facebook page just before 10:00am Sunday to watch live, or visit the video
part of our page after we finish worship to watch a recording. If you have a Facebook
account, make sure to click "Following" on the Park Avenue page to get an automatic
alert when we go live.

Did you miss live worship? Check the website: www.pacc-ucc.org/sermons on Sunday
afternoons or any time during the week for a video recording of the entire service plus an audio
recording of just the sermon. Thanks to Nick Dokos for making this possible!
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PACC’s CURRENT VIRTUAL OFFERINGS
Digital Prayer - Wednesdays at 10:30 am on ZOOM and Facebook Live.
Bible Study - 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:30pm via ZOOM

Contact Pastor Leah at pastorleah@pacc-ucc.org if you’d like to be added to the e-mail
list with log-in information for either of these offerings. All are welcome!

2022 Council of Deacons
The election committee is very pleased to announce that the
following people have accepted the call to serve on the Council
of Deacons for a two-year term starting in January 2022:
Ethan Brush, Hong Chin, Don Cohn, Bonnie Hayner, Cindy Manson, Mike Rich,
Eric Rochon, and Damon Sidel.
These newly elected Deacons will join the following seven Deacons who have one year
yet to serve in their two-year term: Linda Cohn, Tim Durning, Sharon Hamilton,
Jill Lewis, Kate Lindheim, Dave Morrissette and Betty Rich.
Please join us in thanking them for agreeing to serve us and our church in this manner.

Thank you to everyone who has already sent in their
pledge cards. If you haven't sent one in yet, please do
so. If you have any questions, please contact our
stewardship deacons Sharon Hamilton or Josh Young
for a confidential conversation.
You may send in electronic copies to office@paccucc.org if that's easier for you.
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We usually suggest that people join the PACC tradition of not sending individual Christmas cards
to all of their PACC friends but to send one card that is displayed on the Christmas tree in the
Narthex. This year, instead of on the Christmas tree, we will be displaying cards in the windows
of the narthex for all to see and spread cheer. Of course, you may want to send individual cards
to church friends too and especially to those listed below who would appreciate hearing from
their church family. We could all use some extra cheer this holiday season!
Jeanette Ayvazian
Dorothy Brawn
Anita Clarke
Yvonne Crockett
Connie Dugan
Judy Fox
Jane Puopolo
Norma Sherwood
Doris Wilson

Annual Appeal for the Southern New England Conference

Each year we invite members to make a special donation to cover the cost of our
support for the Massachusetts Conference of the UCC (now the Southern New England
Conference) and for the Metropolitan Boston Association. Please consider making a
special gift of $20 - $25 per member in your family. The Southern New England
Conference is the vehicle for our denominational involvement, including CE curriculum,
mission and justice matters, and educational sessions on Super Saturdays.
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Christian Education and Youth Choir
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Advent Greetings to all! WONDERFUL to see so many of you at our Outdoor Family
Church service last weekend! Thanks to all youth, adults, and families who participated
and/or led activities. It was a fun way to worship together! Also, our Confirmation Class
had an introductory gathering last month, and will begin regular meetings in January.
We hope you can join us for some fun and new things coming up this Advent season!
- Sunday, December 5 at 3pm -- PACC's first ZOOM Christmas Concert! Watch for link
and more information soon!
- Sunday, December 12, 10am -- Family friendly worship (attend in-person or on
Zoom!), including a special Advent story during All Ages, and featuring one or two PACC
families singing our hymns!
- Sunday, December 12, 11:15am -- Ella leads an ornament-making activity for youth,
buddies, and families (outdoors in the PACC play yard, weather permitting!).
- CHRISTMAS EVE, 4pm service -- join us for our first ever "Walking Christmas Pageant"
outside the church! Come bundled up and ready to be part of the story as we "travel"
with Mary and Joseph and greet the Baby Jesus!!
- AND-- watch for more information soon about an "All Ages" outdoor caroling
opportunity!
As always, if you are interested in being part of our ongoing discussions about how to
best serve PACC families during this extended pandemic time, please contact
Andy, Ella, or
Marianne
YOUTH CHOIR
SO GREAT to see many of you at our Outdoor Worship! I was glad for your singing voices
that day! Everyone will be looking forward to seeing and hearing the videos made by the
YC and the All-Ages choir, in the Zoom Christmas Concert, 3pm on December 5...see you
on Zoom! �
I'll be reaching out to YC members very soon, both collectively and individually, about
Advent opportunities for music and scripture reading, particularly for December 12
Worship, and Christmas Eve 4pm service (see above CE notes for our different plans this
year)! We're also planning for some outdoor Christmas caroling later this month!!
Thank you, as always, for your wonderful spirits as we continue to figure out ways to BE
together and MAKE MUSIC together! Please contact Andy Hart with any questions.
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Church Family News
In celebration:
Congratulations to Maddie Morrissette, daughter of Dave Morrissette and Christine Nihan,
who got engaged to Matthew Wiens on November 2. Also, congratulations to Maddie who
defended her dissertation on November 22 and earned a PhD in biology.

In our prayers:
Margaret Berman and her family, after the death of their close friend, Peter McDougal.
Norma Gormley, who is recuperating at home after a hospitalization for pneumonia.
Janet and Kingsley Doe, aunt and uncle of Gwen Phelps and Joscelyn Moore. Kingsley is
recovering from surgery and being treated for cancer. Janet also has health issues.
Betty Rich, who is walking relatively pain free after a procedure to relieve her hip pain.
Additional prayers that two follow up procedures will be even more successful.
Maureen Schober, daughter-in-law of Meredythe Schober, who is recovering from
surgery for bladder cancer.
Ron Lepri, father of Pam Lepri, who will have eye surgery on December 5.
Jordan Shea’s father, who will have cataract surgery on December 2.
Kimball Payne, a cousin of Polly Ford, who has begun treatments for cancer. Prayers
also for Polly’s friend, Lizanne McMahon, who is treatment for cancer as well.
Margaret Bell Berman, who is recovering from cataract surgery and making progress in
her recovery from surgery on her leg.
Sharon Hamilton’s brother, Jim, that he not lose hope as he continues his recovery from
a stroke.
Norma Allen’s niece, Carol, and her husband, Mike, as Mike recuperates from
septicemia.
David, Margaret Berman’s nephew, who suffers from depression.
*Prayers for ALL those throughout our church community, state and country who are caring for
us and putting themselves at risk as well as the many people still working to keep things going
during the pandemic.
*Prayers for those who are dealing with mental health challenges including addiction and
depression.
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Also, please keep in your prayers: Dorothy Brawn, Jim and Linda Brinkman,
Anita Clarke, Yvonne Crockett, Lisa Forté, Janet Hoffman, Marilyn Jannsen,
Tom Jannsen, Jamie Kelly, Florence Marshall, Tricia McConville, Susan Neary,
Chickie Olson, Jane Puopolo, Norma Sherwood, Joan Sorensen, and Doris Wilson.
* If you or someone you know at PACC is celebrating a milestone birthday (turning 80 or 90),
please let Barbara Wagner know . Thank-you! *

Are you longing to explore a menu of diverse traditions for welcoming Jesus Christ into
the world? Maybe you postponed that travel plan to a Christmas market in the center of
Europe? Or perhaps you just want to cozy up in front of the fireplace and welcome
Christmas with some familiar and cheerful carols. Wherever life finds you this holiday
season, we bring to you little morsels of light and joy during our 31st Christmas concert.
This year’s concert will take place via ZOOM on Sunday, December 5, starting at 3:00
pm. The actual ZOOM link will be sent closer to the concert date. Our MC, Merrith SaboJones, will introduce the performers from Festival, Youth, and All Ages Together Choirs,
and soloists such as resident artist Joanna Porackova. You will see and hear favorites
from our repertoire, as well as novel and original carols of varied origins. Music will
feature choral, solos, duets, and instrumental pieces, in a wide range of styles ranging
from classical to modern, including traditional carols, spirituals, and some unexpected
delights!
Following the concert, you are all invited to stay for a virtual concert reception by
remaining on the same ZOOM call.
Donations for this Concert may be made online via https://www.pacc-ucc.org/give/
using the PACC Christmas Concert Donation option. You may alternatively send a check
made out to PACC, write “Christmas Concert” in the memo line, and mail it to Kathleen
Fink.
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MISSION and JUSTIC MATTERS AT PACC
ARLINGTON EATS

Please consider a monetary donation to Arlington EATS as they experience higher than
usual need and lower than usual contributions during the pandemic.
You may donate directly here: https://www.arlingtoneats.org/help/donate-money/
OR send a check to PACC with “Food Pantry” written on the memo line.
ARLINGTON GIVING TREE 2021
The Arlington Recreation departments is asking for gift certificates/cards in amounts
between $25 to $50. They will be dispersed to Arlington families that need a helping
hand. Some examples are: MASTERCARD/VISA, TARGET, WALMART, CVS, WALGREENS,
BEST BUY, AMAZON CARDS.
Please send in gift cards no later than Thursday, December 9 to the PACC office.
You can mail them or drop them off at the church mail slot (on Paul Revere Road).
THE CHRISTMAS FUND - UCC
For over 100 years, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency
Fund has been a way to ensure that a light of love and hope will always shine for faithful
servants of our church who find themselves facing unforeseen financial need. Please
considering including a special offering for this fund during the month of December. You
can send a check made out to PACC with Christmas Fund on the memo line.

GROUPS AT PACC
WOMEN’S GUILD

We will meet on December 16 at 12 noon to enjoy a Christmas lunch and fellowship.
We will have a Yankee swap so bring a wrapped gift with a value of about $10 which will
be chosen and may be SWAPPED or TAKEN from you. Don’t worry it’s a gentle forgiving
group!
The cost of the lunch will be shared and we ask that you RSVP to either Diane or
Beverly by Dec. 12.
Remember, all women of the church are invited and welcomed. We would love you to
join us during this Joyous Season, so mark your calendar!

January SPIRE deadline - 12/28

If you have an article or a note, you’d like us to run in next month’s SPIRE. Please send it
into Christine in the office by January 28 at office@pacc-ucc.org
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