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Dear PACC friends,
Well, this certainly doesn't look like the fall most of us had hoped for!
As you may know, at the recommendation of our post-COVID worship planning team
the Council of Deacons has voted to suspend in-person worship for the fall. As we move
forward, the post-COVID team (perhaps better renamed at this point!) will work with
Council to establish and communicate metrics for deciding when we will return to inperson worship.
I believe this was the right decision - and I also know how disappointing it is for all of us.
It was so good to be back in person for two services, and we had really hoped to be able
to continue in-person worship in September, beginning with a wonderful Re-Gathering
Sunday. It feels pretty terrible to be starting a second church year in a row without our
traditional joy-filled Re-Gathering worship and potluck.
However, with COVID case numbers rising, the Delta variant spreading, an uptick in
breakthrough cases, and many of the children in our congregation not yet eligible for
vaccination, the return to virtual worship will help keep each other and our community
safe until this peak has subsided. I'm proud of our congregation for making this sacrifice
as an expression of our love and care for one another and for the most vulnerable of our
neighbors. As with so many other ways we follow Jesus, it is hard - yet it is worth it.
Fortunately, there are a few silver linings to this cloud. We'll continue to enjoy the
benefits of Zoom church: the ability to see each other's faces, talk with one another in
the chat, and share videos. And we'll gather outdoors for special events to safely
connect with each other in person. Please make sure to stop by the church from
9:00 am to 11:00 am on Saturday, September 11, for special Re-Gathering events (see
front cover for more info) along with Blessing of the Backpacks!
Mark your calendars for the Blessing of the Pets on Saturday, October 2!
Whether you're feeling disappointment; frustration; longing; reassurance that we'll
gather in alternate ways; or maybe even relief that you won't have to decide each week
whether you feel safe going to church - I think we all feel tired. It's heartbreaking to
watch as more and more people suffer and die from this virus. It's maddening that so
much of that suffering is preventable. And it is exhausting to feel like we are right back
where we started: living with anxiety about what is safe to do and uncertainty about
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when we will be able to gather in person again. Like the Psalmist, we cry, "How long, O
Lord? Will you forget us forever?"
Here is Psalm 13 in its entirety (changed from the singular to the plural). It's one of my
favorites because it lets us grieve our very real losses and vent our anger at God for
what is happening in our lives and our world; and yet it turns, at the very end, to remind
us that God is still with us, promising us that as far off as they may seem, days of
rejoicing are still ahead of us:

Whether you feel like praying the whole Psalm or can only manage the first two stanzas,
that promise holds; and particularly in hard times, we can hold it for one another,
trusting that God's love is sustaining us now and will see us through. Thanks be to God!
Blessings,

Reverend Leah Lyman Waldron, Pastor
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN VIRTUAL SERVICES AT PACC
In accordance with UCC Conference guidelines, we'll continue to worship and meet virtually.
PACC will continue to be in communication about what our plans are for re-opening.

Virtual Church - Sundays at 10:00 am on ZOOM / Facebook

Pastor Leah sends out an e-mail a day or two before Worship with a link to ZOOM and
our Facebook page. Contact the office to sign up for those e-mails.
To participate in worship via Zoom from your computer or smart phone:
Click here just before 10:00am (it's okay to join late): https://zoom.us/j/742148863
You can choose whether to use the video function or just audio.
To participate via Zoom from your phone (audio only):
Call this number: (929) 205 6099 . If asked for a meeting ID, enter: 742 148 863
To participate via Facebook:
Go to our Facebook page just before 10:00am Sunday to watch live, or visit the video
part of our page after we finish worship to watch a recording. If you have a Facebook
account, make sure to click "Following" on the Park Avenue page to get an automatic
alert when we go live.
Did you miss live worship? Check the website: www.pacc-ucc.org/sermons on Sunday
afternoons or any time during the week for a video recording of the entire service plus
an audio recording of just the sermon. Thanks to Nick Dokos for making this possible!

PACC’s CURRENT VIRTUAL OFFERINGS
Digital Prayer - Wednesdays at 10:30 am on ZOOM and Facebook Live.
Bible Study - 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:30pm via ZOOM
Contact Pastor Leah at pastorleah@pacc-ucc.org if you’d like to be added to the e-mail
list with log-in information for either of these offerings. All are welcome!
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Christian Education and Youth Choir
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Hello, PACC Families! We miss you! As you now know, we won’t be having in-person
Sunday School for a little while longer, as COVID is throwing us another curveball. How
we phase back in our CE offerings with our in-person worship and other offerings is an
active conversation at PACC. If you are interested in being part of it, please let Marianne
know!
In the meantime, we are excited to continue to be creative and find meaningful ways to
engage all ages. Please see Andy’s write-up about Youth Choir for one example. In a few
weeks, once the school year has gotten underway, we will be reaching out to all families
to reconnect as well as learn more about what matters most to you from PACC in this
topsy-turvy time. We are talking about adapting or continuing activities from last year -like the Buddy Program as well as third Sunday worship activities AND we are open to
new ideas and learning what ideas you have and connection might be most valuable to
you.
If you would like to connect with us before we connect with you, please do! Our email
addresses are below.
Virtual hugs,
Andy (hartandrea@comcast.net), Ella (cedirector.pacc.ucc@gmail.com), and Marianne
(marianne.mcp@gmail.com, 617-501-6884)
YOUTH CHOIR
September greetings to all! We hope you have found many ways to enjoy the
summertime! As you know, the PACC Staff and Council of Deacons are grappling with
decisions to most safely follow the guidance of state, national, and medical officials, as
we consider the recent developments of COVID and variants. In addition to discerning
the best plans for Worship Services and CE/Sunday School programs, we are of course
thinking about Youth Choir and group singing. Please watch your email for information
about Zoom Youth Choir meetings, as well as - hopefully - an outdoor gathering later in
September! We realize vaccination is not yet available to younger children, but hope to
plan an event that feels safe for all YC members.
We hope to see you all very soon - on screen AND for an outdoor gathering - and we
hope to be singing together soon, too! Please contact Andy Hart with any questions.
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Church Family News
In celebration:
Congratulations to Laurel Armocida and Erik Bozard who were married on August 21 in
Georgia. Laurel is the niece of Mike and Betty Rich.
In our prayers:
Margaret Berman, her children Susan O’Rourke, Chickie Olson, and Chris Stanford, and
their entire family, after the death of Mark Bell, their son and brother, on August 13.
The family of Ofelia Flores who died on July 29. Ofelia was part of the PACC community
for many years after moving to this country from Nicaragua. PACC sponsored her family
at the request of Ofelia’s sister-in-law, Zoila Flores Quesada, who was a PACC member
for many years until her death. For anyone wishing to send a card to the family, please
send them to Ofelia’s daughter, Yamilett Flores Sickles, at 16 Farm Hill Road,
Leominster, MA 01453. Yamilett’s phone number is 978-407-6714.
Margaret Berman, who is recovering from surgery for a broken leg.
Diane Wells, who was hospitalized twice over the summer and is staying with her
daughter, Lauren Evans, as she recuperates. She is feeling much better.
Bob Forté, who is recovering from hip replacement surgery.
Chickie Olson, who continues to make progress after a bone marrow transplant.
Jordan Shea, who is recovering from knee replacement surgery on her other knee. She
had her first knee replaced earlier this summer.
Meredythe Schober’s daughter-in-law, Maureen Schober, who has completed chemo
for bladder cancer and will have surgery soon.
Linda Carew, who continues to experience pain after knee replacement surgery.
Pam Lepri’s father, Ron Lepri, who will have eye surgery soon. Prayers also for Pam’s
mother, Donna, who cares for her father.
Andy Hart’s stepfather, Ron Carr, whose health is now more stable. Both he and his
wife, Priscilla Carr, Andy’s mother, appreciate continued prayers from the PACC
community, their “adopted” church.
Merrith Sabo Jones brother, Paul Sabo, who started a 5-week regime of daily low-dose
radiation treatments in August to prevent the recurrence of cancer cells in his neck.
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Emily, Abby Youngblood’s sister-in-law, who has been hospitalized twice after having
surgery. Prayers also for Dan Murphy’s mother and Abby’s mother-in-law, who fell and
broke some ribs.
Linda Carew’s friend, Laurie, whose husband, Waynor, was diagnosed with ALS. Also,
Linda’s friend, Gail, who is caring for her husband, Jay, who is struggling with mental
health issues.
Barbara Wagner, Tim Durning, and Andy Hart’s friend, Jeff Thompson, who was
diagnosed with ALS in July. Prayers also for his wife, Sue, and son, Eric.
Christine Rochon’s father, Jim, who was diagnosed with bladder cancer and is
undergoing treatment. Also, Christine’s mother, Linda, who battles her own on-going
health issues.
*Prayers for ALL those throughout our church community, state and country who are caring for
us and putting themselves at risk as well as the many people still working to keep things going
during the pandemic.

Also, please keep in your prayers: Dorothy Brawn, Anita Clarke, Yvonne Crockett, Janet Doe,
Janet Hoffman, Marilyn Jannsen, Tom Jannsen, Jamie Kelly, Florence Marshall,
Tricia McConville, Susan Neary, Paula Nulik, Charlie Powell, Jane Puopolo, Joan Sorensen, and
Doris Wilson.

* If you or someone you know at PACC is celebrating a milestone birthday (turning 80 or 90),
please let Barbara Wagner know (781-648-8228 or bcwtad@gmail.com). Thank-you! *
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MISSION and JUSTIC MATTERS AT PACC
RIP MEDICAL DEBT
A very big thank you to everyone who donated money to RIP Medical Debt. We
contributed to donations from Central Congregational Church in Attleboro and South
Church UCC in Andover to total $10,626. UCC National Ministries will add to our
donations to total $15,000 to retire medical debt in MA.
HELP HAITI
The UCC has called for help for the people of Haiti in the wake of an earthquake and
tropical storm. You can read more about this and find a link to donate here:
https://www.ucc.org/ucc-issues-100000-appeal-for-haiti-after-7-2-earthquake-tropicalstorm/
CRADLES TO CRAYONS
Cradles to Crayons is a local organization that seeks to provide children ages 0-12 with
essential items every child needs such as clothing, toys, books, and hygiene items. We’ll
collect one of their most needed items right now: everyday shoes and sneakers
(infant/child sizes 0-13 and adult sizes 1-10). Cradles to Crayons accepts lightly used,
like-new items. We’ll collect your gently used or new sneakers/shoes on the front steps
of church on Saturday, September 11 from 9:00 am -11:00 am.

ARLINGTON EATS

Please consider a monetary donation to Arlington EATS as they experience higher than
usual need and lower than usual contributions during the pandemic.
You may donate directly here: https://www.arlingtoneats.org/help/donate-money/
OR send a check to PACC with “Food Pantry” written on the memo line.
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GROUPS AT PACC
PACC MEN

We are looking at the possibility of dinner on Tuesday, September 14, at an outside
restaurant. We will send out a communication at the beginning of September.
If you would like to join us, please contact Mike Rich or Dave Morrissette

WOMEN’S GUILD

We will meet Thursday, September 23, for lunch at the Chateau Restaurant on the
Middlesex Turnpike in Burlington at 11:45 am.
Please call Diane (978 -776 -6963) or Beverly (781-646-0030) if you would like to join us
so that we can give the restaurant a number. Also, let us know if you need a ride or
would like to car pool from the church at 11:30 am.
We look forward to seeing you! Remember, all women of PACC are invited and
welcome even if you have never attended.

OUTDOOR ART WORKSHOP AT PACC

Nurture your inner artist and have some fun and fellowship with your PACC family. We
are organizing an outdoor art workshop at which you can make a beautiful marker and
watercolor picture. We will show you how to use watercolor pencils - a super easy
technique that’s fun to learn and produces a lovely watercolor effect. All ages and skill
levels welcome if children are accompanied by an adult. Masks will be required.
Meet at the picnic tables at Church on Sunday, September 26, at 1:00pm.
Contact Gwen Phelps or Karen Stark with any questions.
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Here are some examples of what they could look like.
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