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Dear PACC friends,
Our car has been in the shop this week, so after taking the bus to drop Davie off at camp
this morning, I decided to stretch my legs and walk home. Usually when I'm out walking,
it's with a podcast in my ear; but today I had forgotten my headphones, so it was just
me and the sound of the rain on my golf-sized green umbrella.
I decided to walk along Gray Street, where I knew there would be plenty of gorgeous,
rain-dewed blooms to photograph flowers with my phone camera. I used to take photos
to prove I'd been somewhere interesting, or to try to document the moment, as if it
wouldn't exist without a picture to preserve it. Now, though, I take pictures as a way to
notice beauty in the world: to get up close and personal with a stigma or a stamen, to
honor God's infinite creative capacity and the delight it provokes in me. I relish
composing a shot, immortalizing a bee in the midst of her unceasing rounds of
pollination, sharing on social media the most intriguing blossoms, and thanking aloud
the ones whose charms elude capture by my lens - a reminder that some beauty is best
appreciated in person.
Gray Street also gave me the gift today of a flock of turkeys - likely the same ones we
used to see patrolling Dow Avenue but that I hadn't spotted in our neighborhood for
several weeks. First, I saw the jenny, posing with great dignity in the downpour,
scanning with watchfulness the garden she'd chosen as backdrop to make sure her
young ones were with her. She led the way out into the street as the poults scrambled
after her, the tom bringing up the rear with unhurried stateliness while cars waited for
the procession - 19 in all - to finish. Surprise and delight painted the faces of drivers and
passengers brought to a halt not by traffic, but by nature. As the poults took shelter
under a bush and the jenny and tom blended in next to them, a pick-up truck sped by,
the person behind the wheel never knowing they'd just missed a marvel.
Pastor Leah’s video of the turkeys! https://photos.app.goo.gl/5BYZ6hR66WjH6eSB8
At this point my sneakers were sopping and my jeans wet through; and that's when Josh
Young pulled up and offered me a ride, unworried that I might soak his car seat. His
welcoming smile reminded me that just as we are so much more likely to experience the
wonders of the natural world when we slow down, we are also so much more likely to
experience the warm and open generosity of a friend - or a stranger - when we dare to
make ourselves vulnerable, to walk in the rain.
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The best thing about my quiet walk, though, was the space it made for me to say "thank
you" to God for all these gifts - and the space it created for all of you and your
celebrations and struggles to float up to the surface of my normally busy mind. I prayed
for you as I walked along - for healing, for solace, for new purpose, for courage, for
peace - and for the twin gifts of slowing down and being vulnerable, so that God might
meet you in your tender, unguarded moments just as God met me this morning. May it
be so, dear friends!
With love,

Leah

Reverend Leah Lyman Waldron, Pastor

Pastor Leah’s photos from her rainy walk

HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN VIRTUAL SERVICES AT PACC
In accordance with UCC Conference guidelines, we'll continue to worship and meet virtually.
PACC will continue to be in communication about what our plans are for re-opening.

Virtual Church - Sundays at 10:00 am on ZOOM / Facebook

Pastor Leah sends out an e-mail a day or two before Worship with a link to ZOOM and
our Facebook page. Contact the office to sign up for those e-mails.
To participate in worship via Zoom from your computer or smart phone:
Click here just before 10:00am (it's okay to join late): https://zoom.us/j/742148863
You can choose whether to use the video function or just audio.
To participate via Zoom from your phone (audio only):
Call this number: (929) 205 6099 . If asked for a meeting ID, enter: 742 148 863
To participate via Facebook:
Go to our Facebook page just before 10:00am Sunday to watch live, or visit the video
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part of our page after we finish worship to watch a recording. If you have a Facebook
account, make sure to click "Following" on the Park Avenue page to get an automatic
alert when we go live.

PACC’s CURRENT VIRTUAL OFFERINGS
Digital Prayer - Wednesdays at 10:30 am on ZOOM and Facebook Live.
Bible Study - 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:30pm via ZOOM
Contact Pastor Leah at pastorleah@pacc-ucc.org if you’d like to be added to the e-mail
list with log-in information for either of these offerings. All are welcome!

Christian Education and Youth Choir
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Happy Summer, everyone! Hope you are all enjoying these July days, complete with
heat waves, thunderstorms, and some gorgeousness in between!
THANK YOU to ALL youth and families for the wonderful ways you have stayed engaged
with us over this past year - from being awesome buddies, to ZOOM church activities, to
serving as liturgists, to attending outdoor events, to participating in our Pageant and
Youth Sunday services, to...just being your wonderful selves!
Watch for more news closer to September about CE activities starting up again! We will
have OUTDOOR Sunday School during worship on July 25 and August 22 (10:00 am in
the playground next to PACC. Please wear masks!). Other summer church services will
be virtual. Contact Ella Ford or Andy Hart if you have questions about CE at PACC!
YOUTH CHOIR and ALL AGES CHOIR
THANK YOU to ALL who participated in both virtual and live (outdoor!) singing this past
year, AND to all of you wonderful Youth Choir singers who kept showing up for our
monthly ZOOM meet-ups! Watch for more information later this summer about a
possible outdoor singing opportunity, AND about Youth Choir gathering again in the
fall. Feel free to contact Andy Hart for further information about these programs!
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Church Family News
In celebration:

Happy birthday to Libby Victor who will celebrate her 80th birthday on August 20!
Belated birthday greetings to Carolyn Manson who turned 80 on June 18!
Congratulations to Kayla Sherwood who gave birth to Nova. Margaret Sherwood is
Nova’s grandmother and Norma Sherwood is her great-grandmother.
Congratulations to Ted Dokos and his wife, Anna Shalaginova, after the birth of their
son, Nicholas. Nick and Liz Dokos are the proud grandparents.
In our prayers:
Edith and Bob Burge, after the death of Edith’s sister, Beth Doty, on May 27.
Claudia and Keith Truesdale, after the death of Claudia’s sister, Fran, on June 22.
The family and friends of Jim, Dave Morrissette and Christine Nihan’s friend, who
succumbed to cancer on July 5.
Chickie Olson, who is doing well as she recovers from a bone marrow transplant.
Steve Scott, who is recovering at home from a brain aneurysm.
Judy Fox, who is recovering from a second medical procedure.
Linda Carew, who is recuperating from knee replacement surgery.
Jordan Shea, who is recovering from knee replacement surgery and will have the other
knee replaced in August.
Bob Forté, who will have hip replacement surgery on July 29.
Connie Dugan, who moved to Sunrise Assisted Living in Arlington in June.
Norma Sherwood, who is moving to Florida at the beginning of August.
Doris Wilson, who moved to a different assisted living community in June.
Meredythe Schober’s daughter-in-law, Maureen Schober, who was diagnosed with
bladder cancer and is now receiving chemo.
Pam Lepri’s mother, Donna, who may need eye surgery. Prayers also for Pam’s father,
Ron, who is managing several health concerns.
Andy Hart’s mother and stepfather, Priscilla and Ron Carr, who are dealing with several
health issues.
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Merrith Sabo Jones’s brother, Paul Sabo, after cancer was detected when he had
surgery to remove a cyst. But upon further testing, no cancer was found elsewhere in
his body. He will be monitored regularly.
Abby Youngblood’s sister-in-law, Emily, who is recovering from surgery.
*Prayers for those who are dealing with addiction, depression, and other mental health
challenges.
* If you or someone you know at PACC is celebrating a milestone birthday (turning 80 or 90),
please let Barbara Wagner know. Thank-you! *

Also, please keep in your prayers: Linda Brinkman, Dorothy Brawn, Anita Clarke,
Yvonne Crockett, Janet Doe, Ofelia Flores, Janet Hoffman, Marilyn Jannsen,
Tom Jannsen, Jamie Kelly, Florence Marshall, Tricia McConville, Susan Neary,
Paula Nulik, Charlie Powell, Jane Puopolo, and Joan Sorensen.
Prayers for PACC Essential Workers - Each month we have been praying specifically for
people who physically went out into the world to help others when everyone else was
asked to stay home. Thank you to our first responders, teachers, grocery store
employees and, all essential workers. Prayers for everyone as we all learn to navigate
this post-quarantine life.
Did you miss live worship? Check the website: www.pacc-ucc.org/sermons on Sunday
afternoons or any time during the week for a video recording of the entire service plus
an audio recording of just the sermon. Thanks to Nick Dokos for making this possible!

MISSION and JUSTIC MATTERS AT PACC
ARLINGTON EATS

Please consider a monetary donation to Arlington EATS.
You may donate directly here: https://www.arlingtoneats.org/help/donate-money/
OR send a check to PACC with “Food Pantry” written on the memo line.
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GROUPS AT PACC
WOMEN’S GUILD

SAVE THE DATE! Thursday, August 5, at 11:45 am for lunch at Jimmy’s Steer House in
Arlington. Please let Diane or Beverly know if you will be attending and if you need a
ride.
We are moving back to Thursday meetings so that whenever we are able to resume
meeting in the Fellowship room, we will be in the habit for our regular meetings.
Even if you have never attended the Women’s Guild before, all women of the church
are invited and we would love to see you on August 5.

Messages from our PACC members and friends
Hello PACC friends,
One last plug - Craigville at Cape Cod - "Fall Vacation Week”. Special rate of $374.50 for
the week of September 6 - 10. It includes a private room, bath and all meals! *** Only
one room left available! *** (any late reservations would have to be willing to share).
Call Meredythe Schober for more information.
Thank you to everyone who has sent me cards, flowers and warm thoughts regarding
the loss of my big brother, Pete. This has been and is a very difficult loss and I read the
cards often and feel all of your love and support very deeply.
Because of the fire in our building in Feb. 2020, we now have a slightly different
address.
~ Betty Rich
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We have two more upcoming IN-PERSON services scheduled for this summer.
July 25 and August 22.
Below you'll find the links to RSVP for yourself and anyone else in your household who
plans to attend, which will be important to help us plan appropriately spaced seating
(though we won't turn you away if you show up without RSVPing!).
Once you arrive at church, you'll have the option to sit as a group with your household,
or, if you are coming by yourself, to sit alone or with church friends as you feel
comfortable. We want everyone to feel safe - and also to experience the joy of being
back together in worship!
Just a reminder that we will be wearing masks to protect privacy and most importantly,
the health of those who aren't vaccinated or who are immune-compromised.
Also, we will not have congregational singing or coffee hour, though we will gather
informally outside after worship to socialize.
There will be outdoor Sunday school if your child(ren) would like to attend - please
make sure they have masks.
We will be streaming worship so that those who can't make it or don't yet feel
comfortable being in person can still participate.
We can't wait to be together with you to worship, celebrate, and thank God for this
community and God's presence with us!
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