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Dear PACC friends,
Spring is in full swing and the Holy Spirit is, too. Over the last few weeks, I've seen the
Spirit show up in our faith community as folks have shared their spiritual growth and
hunger for connection with God; stayed open to humility and change even when it was
difficult; laughed with joy and surprise as they've met God in unexpected places; and
loved and cared for one another well, even up to the end.
While we often think of church as a place of safety and familiarity, it turns out that
church is also where God moves powerfully, stirring us to wild and glorious new ways of
being. What I've witnessed lately reminds me of Annie Dillard's admonition: "It is
madness to wear ladies’ straw hats and velvet hats to church; we should all be wearing
crash helmets."
As tulips bloom and lilacs bud, I wish for you some of that abandon to the surprising,
joyful ways God meets us with new life, new direction, fresh connection and renewed
compassion. As the weather warms and we venture outside to safely gather with others,
may God bring something to glorious bloom inside you!
Blessings,

Reverend Leah Lyman Waldron, Pastor

Attend UCC General Synod Virtually

General Synod, our denomination's biennial national gathering, will be virtual this year which makes it far more accessible to attend! This inspiring, impassioned gathering of
people from across the UCC features incredibly rich and powerful worship; keynote
speeches from renowned faith leaders Valarie Kaur and the Rev. Adam Taylor;
opportunities to watch our denominational government in action as we take action on a
range of theological, ecumenical, and justice issues; and the chance to learn and
connect with other UCC folks from across the country. If you've never been, this is a
great way to get to know our denomination from the comfort of your own home!
Registration opens on May 1 and costs $100; contact Pastor Leah if you are interested
but need financial assistance to attend. You can learn more and register
at https://www.generalsynod.org/.
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN VIRTUAL SERVICES AT PACC
In accordance with UCC Conference guidelines, we'll continue to worship and meet virtually.
PACC will continue to be in communication about what our plans are for re-opening.

Virtual Church - Sundays at 9:30 am on ZOOM / Facebook

Pastor Leah sends out an e-mail a day or two before Worship with a link to ZOOM and
our Facebook page. Contact the office to sign up for those e-mails.
To participate in worship via Zoom from your computer or smart phone:
Click here just before 9:30am (it's okay to join late): https://zoom.us/j/742148863
You can choose whether to use the video function or just audio.
To participate via Zoom from your phone (audio only):
Call this number: (929) 205 6099 . If asked for a meeting ID, enter: 742 148 863
To participate via Facebook:
Go to our Facebook page just before 9:30am Sunday to watch live, or visit the video part
of our page after we finish worship to watch a recording. If you have a Facebook
account, make sure to click "Following" on the Park Avenue page to get an automatic
alert when we go live.
Did you miss live worship? Check the website: www.pacc-ucc.org/sermons on Sunday
afternoons or any time during the week for a video recording of the entire service plus
an audio recording of just the sermon. Thanks to Nick Dokos for making this possible!

Passing of the (Virtual) Peace - Every other Tuesday at 5:30 pm on ZOOM

The remaining dates for Virtual Passing of the Peace will be: April 27, May 11, and
May 25. We will take a break for the summer. You can drop by anytime during the hour.
Raise a toast and share few time with friends. E-mail is sent on Tues. with ZOOM link.

Digital Prayer - Wednesdays at 10:30 am on ZOOM and Facebook Live.

Contact Pastor Leah at pastorleah@pacc-ucc.org if you’d like to be added to the e-mail
list with log-in information. All are welcome!

Bible Study - 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:30pm via ZOOM

Contact Pastor Leah at pastorleah@pacc-ucc.org if you’d like to be added to the e-mail
list with log-in information. All are welcome!

Virtual Coffee Hour * Virtual Coffee hour will be discontinued after May 30. *

Join us for virtual coffee hour. Stay logged into virtual worship (on ZOOM) on Sundays
to join coffee hour.
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Over the past 25 years, Josh Young has worked as a
community organizer and political strategist in the South End
neighborhood of Boston, where he grew up. Josh serves as
the Director of Field Operations and Legislative Affairs at
Action for Boston Community Development, Inc. (ABCD),
Boston’s official anti-poverty agency.
Josh and his family joined PACC in 2006 and have been very
active in the life of the church. Josh is currently serving as one
of our Stewardship Deacons. Thank you, Josh!
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Christian Education and Youth Choir
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Community Connections, our "Buddy Program", continues! Members of our Youth
Group are paired with younger children in the congregation. It is a tutor and mentor
program where older buddies provide homework help, support, guidance, and fun
connection to their younger buddies during COVID-19. We've also done some activities
together, including ornament decorating, and mailing cards and pictures to some of the
grown-ups at PACC!
We have two activities coming up: Sunday, May 2nd at noon, a walk around the
Arlington Reservoir (postponed from our rained-out April date) for members of the
Youth Group and Youth Choir. June: a plant-potting day for all PACC Youth!
Watch your email for details
Watch for our monthly "Youth Activity Sundays" during Virtual Church! These are held
on the third Sunday of each month. You'll get the lesson and activity information a few
days in advance. Next date: Sunday, May 16. We'll be learning another song in sign
language, and decorating puzzle pieces.
SAVE THE DATE: PACC youth will lead worship on YOUTH SUNDAY, June 13!
Join us that Sunday for special messages and music.
YOUTH CHOIR
The PACC Youth Choir has been gathering on ZOOM to stay connected, play games, and
work on a few musical projects in anticipation of Youth Sunday. Newcomers are always
welcome! Please contact Andy Hart if you have a young singer who might be interested.
With the nicer weather and ability to be outside, the Membership Ministry has decided
that Virtual Coffee Hour will be discontinued after May 30. Passing of the Peace has
changed to every other week, through May 25, at which point we will take a break for
the summer. The remaining dates for Virtual Passing of the Peace will be:
April 27, May 11, and May 25.
Thank you to everyone who has joined us during these Zoom hours that have included
many stories and laughs! We have enjoyed connecting with you all virtually during the
past year and will plan some outdoor, socially-distanced, and safe activities during the
next few months.
Warmly, Betty Rich and Alicia Tapper
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Church Family News
In celebration:
Congratulations to Samantha and Aric Keisman after the birth of their son, Felix Grant
Keisman, on April 1. He weighed 8 lbs. and 15 oz. Samantha is the granddaughter of
Meredythe Schober and Felix is her 11th great-grandchild.
Congratulations to Erik and Alexandra Pichette after the birth of their daughter,
Reese Alexandra Pichette, on April 7. Reese is the granddaughter of Sheila and Gary
Pichette and the great-granddaughter of the late Sue and Dick Erickson.
In our prayers:
Adam Roberts, the son of Donna Smith, after Donna’s death in April. Prayers also for
her siblings, Linda and Richard. Donna’s mother, Charlotte Smith, was a PACC member
and Donna joined PACC in 2011. She was active in the Fellowship ministry.
Holly Stumpf and her family after the sudden death of her brother, Gordon Jones, on
March 15th, from a heart attack. Prayers also for Gordon’s wife, Marsha.
Mark, Margaret, and Matthew Tuttle, at the death of Mark’s father, Morrie Tuttle, who
died in Lincoln, Nebraska on April 22.
The family of Pat Porter who died on April 17. Pat had been a member of Pleasant
Street Congregational Church. Although she did not join PACC, she became part of the
PACC community and enjoyed visits and cards from our pastors and people in the Care
ministry.
Bob Davis, a former longtime active PACC member living in Maine, who is in hospice
care.
Chickie Olson, who will be finishing chemo in early May before starting the next stage of
treatment.
Betty Rich, who will have surgery on May 14 to remove a cyst on her heel.
Peg Kyle’s son, David Kyle, who is recovering from shoulder surgery.
Judy Fox’s daughter, Carrie Keeler, who is undergoing further testing. Also, prayers for
Carrie’s daughter, Alicia, as she works to get the help she needs.
*Prayers for ALL those throughout our church community, state and country who are
caring for us and putting themselves at risk as well as the many people still working to
keep things going during this crisis.
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*Prayers for those who are dealing with addiction, depression, and other mental health
challenges.
* If you or someone you know at PACC is celebrating a milestone birthday (turning 80 or 90),
please let Barbara Wagner know (781-648-8228 or bcwtad@gmail.com). Thank-you! *

Also, please keep in your prayers: Dorothy Brawn, Linda Brinkman, Anita Clarke,
Yvonne Crockett, Janet Doe, the Forté family, Ofelia Flores, Doris Hill, Janet Hoffman,
Marilyn Jannsen, Tom Jannsen, Jamie Kelly, Florence Marshall, Tricia McConville,
Susan Neary, Paula Nulik, Charlie Powell, Jane Puopolo, Norma Sherwood, Joan
Sorensen, and Doris Wilson.

Prayers for PACC Essential Workers - The following names were shared with us
Please reach out to add someone (even yourself) to our list!
Chris Censabella, grocery store
Emily Evans, first responder
Abby McNulty, hotel hospitality
Elaina Evans, healthcare
Julia Lee, food delivery
Joscelyn Moore, healthcare
Bob Forté, home improvement store
Todd Moore, food service in hospital
Janet Forté, teacher
Tina Gramm, healthcare
Karen Ewen, healthcare
Daniel Wesinger, firefighter
Scott Jones, police detective
Paul Domenichella, firefighter
Maureen Gormley, healthcare
Ken Woodin, grocery store
Rachael, Ryan, Jill and Toni, friends of Jonathan Daniels in healthcare

Messages from our PACC members and friends
Dear PACC Friends, many thanks for the beautiful Begonia plant that arrived before
Easter. It was such a nice surprise. The bright yellow blossoms are very cheerful and I
appreciate being remembered this way.
Warmest regards, Norma Gormley
Just announced - Craigville at Cape Cod - "Fall Vacation Week”. Special rate of $374.50
for the week of September 6 - 10. It includes a private room, bath and all meals! Only
one or two rooms now available.
Call Meredythe Schober for more information.
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MISSION and JUSTIC MATTERS AT PACC

Last month, six of us gathered on ZOOM to talk about the mission and justice ministry
and what kinds of projects and organizations we'd like to support in the coming year.
There are so many important organizations and work to support that it can be
overwhelming. We thought if we could focus on two or three issues, we could then look
for projects and organizations that support work in those areas. A few issues emerged
from our talk: basic needs (housing, food insecurity), racial justice, immigration, and a
desire to continue to support local organizations, such as Arlington EATS, City Mission,
and Somerville Homeless Coalition. We'll look for opportunities for handson projects
and projects to support financially, and look for ways to educate ourselves on these
issues. This is a work in progress and we invite anyone interested in the mission and
justice ministry to share your thoughts and ideas with us. ~ Kate Lindheim and Jill Lewis
Here are two ways to support basic needs in our local community this month

THE WALK FOR HUNGER

The Walk for Hunger is this Sunday, May 2. Massachusetts has experienced a huge
increase in food insecure individuals since the beginning of the pandemic, particularly in
families with children. 1 in 3 Black households struggle with food insecurity in MA.
Join us at the Arlington reservation to walk one or more loops around the reservation
after church, 11:00 am, on Sunday, May 2. We'll meet at the entrance to Hurd field. You
can join us on any loop! You many donate directly to www.projectbread.org or write a
check to PACC with Walk for Hunger in the memo line.

ARLINGTON EATS

Please consider a monetary donation to Arlington EATS as they experience higher than
usual need and lower than usual contributions during the pandemic.
You may donate directly here: https://www.arlingtoneats.org/help/donate-money/
OR send a check to PACC with “Food Pantry” written on the memo line.
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GROUPS AT PACC
PACC MEN

Now that many of us have been vaccinated and the weather is getting better, please let
us know if you would attend a masked, distanced, outdoor lunch or dinner gathering in
or around Arlington this month. Please contact Mike Rich or Dave Morrissette to let us
know.

SARAH’s CIRCLE

Does your reading list need an update? Our May selection is "People of the Lie: Hope
for Healing Human Evil, by well-known psychiatrist, Dr. M. Scott Peck. (The Road Less
Travelled). In People of the Lie, the author describes his encounters with patients who
are not merely ill, but manifestly evil. The book has been described as brilliant, and
disturbing. It forces the reader to confront the darker side of his/her nature and to
recognize that, without spiritual and religious dimension, modern psychiatry cannot
claim to understand human nature or behavior.
People of the Lie is available from Audio Books, and in printed versions on eBay and
Amazon (from $2.32) and at your local library.
We will meet virtually on Saturday, May 15 at 11:00 am. Please join us for what is sure
to be an interesting discussion. If you haven't read the book, everyday experience can
be shared. Please contact Joan to be included on the ZOOM invite. Sneak Preview:
Michelle Obama's book "Becoming" is the selection for June!

APPRECIATION FOR PACC STAFF

A small group of Deacons took on the charge to determine how to show appreciation to
our wonderful PACC staff members for all they have done to help our church thrive
though this difficult last year. This was spurred on by the views voiced by many that a
typical cost of living salary increases hardly seemed adequate to recognize all they have
done for the church in these trying times. Knowing that we couldn’t give a purely
monetary “bonus” commensurate with the added time and creativity they invested, we
looked for ways to treat them to some type of luxury experience they might never book
on their own. We did this with directed gift cards (restaurants, a spa) and some general
gift cards where we didn’t want to be too limiting. We hope this effort helps them feel
the love and appreciation we all have for them. If you are interested in multiplying the
effect of these tokens of appreciation, reach out to them and express your appreciation!
Tim Durning, Valerie Censabella, and Maureen Igoe
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On April 11, more than 30 cars full of friends and family, drove by PACC
member, Connie Dugan’s home to celebrate her on her 90th birthday.
To all of my dear friends,
I cannot tell you how much I care about every one
of you. You are all very special. I will never forget
my 90th birthday. My birthday was more than
anything I could have ever imagined. Thank you
very much for everything that you have done for me
to make my birthday a happy memorable event. I
thank Jeffrey for thinking of the idea. I saw so many
wonderful friends in all of the many cars that drove
by my house that day. I just hope that this letter will
reach every one of you in the SPIRE. I want you all
to know how much I care. Thank you very much. For
sure, I loved my day.
My love and thanks to all of you, Connie Dugan

Thank you, to Debbie Douglas,
for taking photos that day to capture the memories for Connie.
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2021 Anniversaries of Membership

*Combined membership in Pleasant Street Congregational Church and PACC

Sunday, May 30, PACC will observe its annual Anniversary Sunday,
recognizing those who have been members for 25 years or more.
Please join us to celebrate the wonderful witness and gifts of longtime members!
Over 50-Year Members
Charlene Belden*, Meredythe Schober,
Linda Carew, Nadine Lombard, Linda Anderson
and Janet Gormley

25-Year Members (1996)
Elizabeth Dokos and Nick Dokos
Over 25-Year Members
Valerie Censabella, Peggy Kyle,
Rachel Sexton and Liz McNenny

55-Year Members (1966)
Betsey Barnhill and Ralph D. Sexton

30-Year Member (1991)
Merrith Sabo-Jones

Over 55-Year Members
Yvonne Crockett, Roger Nicoll,
Margaret Berman and Betsy Hale

Over 30-Year Members
Susan Woodin, Jill Lewis,
Norma Sherwood and Peter Boonstra
Over 35-Year Member
Ella Sexton

60-Year Members (1961)
Bonnie Hayner, Brenda Wesinger* and
Jeanne Woodin

40-Year Member (1981)
Norma Allen

Over 60-Year Member
Connie Dugan

Over 40-Year Members
Don Cohn, Linda Cohn, Claire Gibbons,
Jim Gibbons, William Gibbons,
Susan O’Rourke, Jill Jannsen*, Ann Bruhn,
and Lauren Evans

65-Year Member (1956)
Norma Gormley
Over 65-Year Members
Ken Miller and Beverly Miller

Over 45-Year Members
Robert Burge, Edith Burge,
Tom Jannsen*, Connie Lindquist, Diane Wells,
Mark Woodin, Jeanette Ayvazian,

Over 70-Year Member (1949)
Doris Hill

Cheryl Craigie, Maureen Gormley and
Chickie Olson, Keith Truesdale and Claudia Truesdale
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The SPIRE
Park Avenue Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
50 Paul Revere Road

An Open and Affirming Congregation
Tel.: 781-643-8680
Email: Office@pacc-ucc.org
Website: www.pacc-ucc.org

TO:

Staff
Leah Lyman Waldron, Minister
Christine Rochon, Office Admin.
Jeffrey Brody, Music Director/Organist
Andrea Hart, Youth Music Director
Victor and Sue McNary, Sextons

Officers
Tim Durning, Moderator
Marianne McPherson, Vice Moderator
Linda Cohn, Clerk
Mark Tuttle, Treasurer
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