The Rev. Leah Lyman Waldron, Minister

April 2019

APRIL at PACC
Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, April 14, 8:30 am
Come join us for pancakes on Palm Sunday! The youth group will serve pancakes, bacon,
sausage, fruit, coffee and juice from 8:30 am - 9:30 am in the Parish Hall.
Adults $5, Children $3 (2 and under free) - Family cap $20

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday - Jesus' Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
Sunday, April 14, 10:00 am in the Sanctuary
With waving of the palms and narrative drama
Maundy Thursday - Jesus' Last Supper with His Disciples
Thursday, April 18, 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary
Featuring communion, foot and hand washing, and Tenebrae readings
Good Friday - Jesus' Crucifixion and Death
Friday, April 19, 12 noon at St. John's Episcopal
Easter Sunday - Jesus' Resurrection
Sunday, April 21
5:45 am - Sunrise service with UMC Calvary at Robbins Farm Park
10:00 am - Worship in the Sanctuary with brass ensemble and flower cross
11:00 am - Easter egg hunt at PACC in the garden outside the Narthex

Greetings from our Pastor!
Dear Friends of Park Avenue Congregational Church,
In just a few weeks, Holy Week will be upon us. It's such a juicy time in the church
calendar, encompassing the high of Palm Sunday; the sacred yet ordinary intimacy of
Maundy Thursday; the unutterable heartache of Good Friday, the suspended breath of
Holy Saturday, and finally, the delighted surprise and incomprehensible joy of Easter.
What a rollercoaster! It might seem easier to skip all the special worship services than to
face all the emotions Jesus' final days confront us with.
I want to encourage you, though, to try moving through the week with Jesus. Give
yourself over to praising God on Sunday. Look for ways God imbues the ordinary with
holiness on Thursday. Spend some time with your deepest wounds on Friday, knowing
Jesus is there with you. Observe quietly what new things God is preparing in you on
Saturday. And on Easter Sunday, yes - celebrate and sing out, for Love has transformed
fear and conquered death!
Here is a poem to accompany us through the week:
This Is My Prayer, by Rabindranath Tagore
Give me the supreme courage of love, this is my prayer - the courage to speak, to do, to
suffer at Thy will, to leave all things or be left alone. Strengthen me on errands of
danger, honor me with pain, and help me climb to that difficult mood which sacrifices
daily to Thee.
Give me the supreme confidence of love, this is my prayer - the confidence that belongs
to life in death, to victory in defeat, to the power hidden in frailest beauty, to that dignity
in pain which accepts hurt but disdains to return it.
Might we live into this prayer this month, embracing the surprising paradox of God's
love so that we are able, with confidence, to pursue life in the face of death, to claim
victory even in our defeat, to uncover the power in our frailty, and to choose dignity and
compassion as a response to our pain.
Blessings,

Reverend Leah Lyman Waldron, Pastor
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
SPRING CLEANUP
Saturday, April 13, the Property Committee will be cleaning up Park Ave. Church in
preparation for Easter. Please join us to help with various tasks both inside and outside.
We will be meeting from 8:30 am - Noon. If you are able to help, please contact Eric
Rochon at ericrochon_11@hotmail.com or (570)233-4326. Let us know if you plan on
coming, even if you can only make it for an hour. Many hands make light work. There
will be coffee and donuts!

DECORATING FOR EASTER
We need help decorating the church for the Easter service. We’ll be meeting on
Saturday, April 20 in the main sanctuary at 10:00 am. If interested, please contact Dave
Morrissette at drmorrissette@comcast.net or Don Cohn at dlc@cohnarlington.net .

PACC History Note
Park Avenue Congregational Church turned 120 years old in March. Our congregation
came into existence as a Congregational church on March 10, 1899, and it was
recognized by a Council of neighboring Congregational churches on March 22 of that
year. Of the 49 charter members, more than two thirds were women. Among the
charter members were Edward and Mabel Nicoll (grandparents of Roger Nicoll and
parents of Dot Nicoll) and Mrs. John Finley (grandmother of Phyllis Roberts).

PACC Concert Series – 2019
www.pacc-ucc.org/events/concertseries/
Tickets in advance - $18 adults & $12 seniors/students; at the door - $23 & $15
Sunday, May 5, at 3:00 pm
A global musical love adventure in dance rhythms
presented by coloratura soprano Sara
Michale Smith and pianist Jeffrey Brody. Love
blooms everywhere, featuring familiar
arias by composers Georges Bizet, Jacques
Offenbach, Gian Carlo Menotti, along with some surprises. Sara will be joined by special
guest Giliana Norkunas, mezzo-soprano. The concert will take place in the PACC
Sanctuary. An artist’s reception in the Parish Hall will follow the concert.
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PACC RUMMAGE SALE - SATURDAY, APRIL 27 from 9 am to 2 pm.
SPREAD THE WORD! DONATE! WORK! SHOP!
It’s almost time for the annual PACC rummage sale on Saturday, April 27! That means
it’s time to sort through closets and drawers in your home to see what you might
donate to the sale. We are looking for all types of gently worn clothing for men, women
and children and housewares of every imaginable kind. Everything donated should be
clean and in good condition. Books, CDs, DVDs, jewelry, accessories (scarves, belts, etc.),
linens, baby items, and small pieces of furniture are also wanted. We sell small
appliances, yarn, fabric, craft items, baskets, paintings, picture frames, pet items, sports
equipment, tools and gardening equipment. Please do NOT donate TVs, computers,
things that don't work, stained clothing and linens, or liquids.
This year we also are NOT accepting stuffed animals.
Because of storage constraints at the church, we cannot accept donations until Sunday,
April 21 (which is Easter this year). Starting on April 21, donations can be left in the
Fellowship Room. All donations must be brought to church by Thursday, April 25, at
the latest, when they can be sorted right onto the tables. If you need to drop off
donations earlier than the 21st, please call one of the committee members listed below
and we will try to make arrangements.
The rummage sale is one of the biggest church fundraisers of the year. It takes a lot of
work from a lot of people. But it’s a lot of fun and of real benefit to PACC and to the
wider community. Please get involved by making donations and encouraging your
friends and neighbors to do the same, by helping to sort and price on Thursday and
Friday (April 25 and 26) and by working at the sale. Even one hour of your time at the
sale is helpful. We also need an energetic cleanup crew to come in at 2:00 pm when the
sale ends to pack things up, clean up and set up for Sunday morning.
If you have questions about the sale or about the suitability of an item to donate, or if
you want to volunteer, please contact one of us listed below. Thank you for your help!
Judy Miller: (781)643-9877, Diane Wells: (978)776-6963,
Barbara Wagner: home: (781)648-8228 or cell: (781)929-1466

Blessed by God: Honoring our past, Building our future
Generations of PACC people have used our kitchen. Check out the display case in the
narthex to see some facts about the building and later renovation of the kitchen and an
assortment of photos of its use over the years.
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Groups at PACC
Sarah’s Circle
For April we have chosen a book that relates back to Spy Mistress. The book is The Alice
Network, by Kate Quinn. It is a historical fiction novel, but based on some of the stories
surrounding the female spies of WWI and WWII. We will meet on Saturday, April 13, in
the Fellowship Room at 10:00 am (Those who wish to meditate may come at 9:30 am).
We need a volunteer for a baked good and milk/cream.

Women’s Guild
We will not meet during holy week. Stay tuned for information on our May meeting.

Knitting Group
Bring your knitting or handcrafts and join us in the Fellowship room on
Tuesday, April 9, from 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm.

PACC Men
We will meet at PACC on Tuesday, April 2, at 6:30 pm. The Rev. Chris Lyman Waldron
will present on a topic he is calling "Peculiar Church." We'll order pizza and other food
from Yassou, down the street on Park Ave. Let Mike Rich know by early afternoon on
the 2nd if you will be coming so I will know how much food to order. Please bring a
beverage or dessert.

Christian Education
Sunday school
There will be no regular Sunday school on Easter, April 21. There will be
childcare available for children in Kindergarten and younger and we'll have activity bags
for older children to help them sit through the service.
This month we'll continue to learn stories about Jesus from the Gospel of Luke.
April 7
Jesus rides on a colt, Luke 19:28-40, Preschool Jesus' arrest,
Luke 22:39-65, K-8
April 14

Holy Week workshop, we'll learn about the events of Holy Week through
skits, stories and a special snack

April 21

Easter, no Sunday school

April 28

Walking on the Emmaus Road, Luke 24:13-35

Confirmation
The confirmation group will meet on Sundays, April 7 and 28, from 5:00pm - 6:30pm
in the Fellowship room.

Evening Bible Study
Evening Bible Group typically meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month in
the Fellowship Room from 7:30 pm-9:00 pm. There is no Bible Study during the season
of Lent instead please join us for the Lenten Study Series.
Bible Study will resume on April 24.

Lenten Study Series
Wednesdays, March 13 - April 10 (The Wednesday of Holy Week will be a flex week for
make up), 7:30-9pm in the Fellowship Room, led by Pastor Leah.
Is your mind constantly going? Do you long for peace? Do you have nagging question,
doubts, and worries that make it hard to be present and peaceful?
Learn a powerful new way to pray this Lent by discovering your Inner Voice - the alwaysaccessible voice of joy, peace, and answers. God has planted within each of us this wise
and compassionate presence - all we have to do is practice listening to it! Bring a
notebook, something to write with, and an openness to God's powerful transformation
of our lives.
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Mission and Justice Matters at PACC
Mission and Justice Spotlight
The Letter from the Birmingham Jail: The 55th Anniversary, A Public Reading in Boston
April 16, 2019, 4pm, Boston City Hall, 1 City Hall Square, Boston, MA
In the spring of 1964, our nation was embroiled in a struggle to save the soul of
America. We were seeking the Beloved Community, the achievement of the vision that
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. had enunciated on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial
a year earlier. In the middle of the anti-racism campaign in Birmingham, Alabama in
1964, Rev. King was arrested. King’s response was the Letter from the Birmingham Jail,
which instantly became one of our nation’s most important civic and theological
statements on race and citizens. We will be reading this document in the public square
on its 55th anniversary of publication, April 16th, 2019 on the Boston City Hall Plaza at 4
PM. https://coopmet.org/events-2/

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING® (OGHS)
THANK YOU for your generous donations to OGHS, the Lenten Offering of the United
Church of Christ, which we dedicated during the service on March 31. We will forward
PACC’s offering to the Mass Conference after Tuesday’s deposit. You may continue to
donate throughout the year and learn much more information about OGHS including
Matching Gift programs, donating to a specific natural disaster or refugee emergency,
staying updated, and watching videos at www.ucc.org/oghs and
www.facebook.com/onegreathourofsharingucc.

Immigration, Asylum, and Refugee Issues
Mass. Conference UCC Immigration, Refugee and Asylum Task Team https://www.macucc.org/immigration
Boston Immigration Justice Accompaniment Network (BIJAN / Beyond) operates a
telephone hotline through which folks caught up in the immigration system can call and
ask for assistance. Some of the callers are calling from the South Bay detention facility,
but others are working on finding help for family members, etc. - getting rides to court
dates or for children to go to doctors/school when a parent has a court date or has been
detained. The work involves taking a four-hour shift of answering calls on your phone, at
a location of your choice, and entering the information into BIJAN's data system so that
the requests can be answered or dealt with (e.g., BIJAN will find legal help, etc.).
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Upcoming training over ZOOM (remote online computer or smartphone video meetings)
that last about an hour are: Monday, April 1 at 7pm; Saturday, April 13 at 4pm; and
Monday, April 15th at 7pm. Let Cindy Manson know if you are interested.
There’s more information about BIJAN and the other things they do on their website:
https://beyondbondboston.org/.
Multi-Faith Prayer Vigil - Suffolk County House of Corrections, 20 Bradston Street,
Boston, Sunday, April 21, 2:00 - 3:00 pm. These monthly prayer vigils provide an
important opportunity to join with immigrants detained at the House of Corrections in
prayer and in expression of immigrants’ rights. The prayer vigils are conducted by faith
communities under the auspices of the Massachusetts Community Action Network
(MCAN). The immigrants held at the House of Corrections are waiting for court dates
related to immigration.

Local
Arlington Food Pantry
Bring non-perishable food items and household goods to church by Sunday, April 7. Find
a list of high-need items at arlingtonfoodpantry.org/donate-food. You may also donate
by check or cash noting that the funds are for AFP. Thanks for your generosity and
thanks to Bryan Mau for delivering our items to the AFP.
NEAT (Neighbors Eating All Together)
The next NEAT dinner at St. John’s Church (74 Pleasant St.) is Saturday, April 27, from
5:00 pm-6:00 pm. This dinner is a community dinner, open to all and free of charge.
Look for an email to chat if you’d like to help set up, serve, help in the kitchen or clean
up. Thanks!
ABCs of LGBTQ+ Aging: Planning for the Future for LGBTQ+ Persons and Their
Caregivers
Wednesday, April 3, 7-9 pm, Arlington Senior Center main hall, 27 Maple Street
A workshop to help LGTBQ+ older adults think about: What is your plan A, B, and C for
the future? Legal planning basics; How to identify culturally competent services; Explore
LGTBQ+ friendly living solutions. With Lisa Krinsky, LICSW, and Michelle LaPointe, Esq.
Sponsored by the Arlington, MA Council on Aging. Cosponsored by the Arlington, MA
LGBTQIA+ Rainbow Commission.
Housing Corporation of Arlington’s 18th Annual Walk for Affordable Housing – The
Walk will be on Sunday, June 9 this year. See more info about the Walk here:
www.housingcorparlington.org/events/walk/
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Open and Affirming (ONA) LGBTQIA++ Issues
Mystic LGBTQ+ Youth Support Network – Sign up for Queer Mystic’s Newsletter here:
https://www.queermystic.org/contact.html.
The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Asylum Task Force is a ministry of
Hadwen Park Church and a community-based organization dedicated to supporting and
empowering LGBTQI individuals who are seeking asylum in the United States. Asylum
seekers who file for asylum in the United States are not permitted to work until they are
granted a work permit and social security number, a process which can take more than
a year. During that time, we strive to provide housing and financial support. Our goal is
to educate the public in an effort to change policy around the globe so that someday no
LGBTQI person will need to seek asylum because of their sexual orientation or gender
identity and the need to find a safe place. http://www.lgbtasylum.org/

CALLING ALL SINGERS!
Easter Festival Choir
Do you like to sing but don't have the time to be part the choir each Sunday? Do you
have a friend who likes to sing? Would you like to try out the choir without a long-term
commitment? Consider joining and/or bringing a friend with you to be part of our
Festival Choir for Easter. We rehearse on Thursdays at 7:30 pm in the Nicoll Room. We
hope to see you between now and Easter, April 21. If you have any questions you can
talk to Jeffrey Brody, (617)262-7828.
Andy Hart is putting together an "All Ages" Choir to sing in church on May 19.
This will involve just one or two rehearsals, and all are welcome! Watch the "chat" for
more details soon - thank you!

Church Office Hours
Reverend Leah Lyman Waldron, Pastor
Drop in office hours (subject to change): Tues. and Wed., 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
Please contact Leah for additional meeting days/times - she is happy to meet with you!
Days off: Friday and Saturday
Pastoral Emergencies: Call or email any day or time: (781)281-9523 or pastorleah@pacc-ucc.org

Kate Lindheim, Christian Education Director
Please call the office to arrange an appointment.

Christine Rochon, Office Administrator
Office hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, Phone: (781)643-8680
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Church Family News
Congratulations to Margeneta Dokos and Dave Peoples who were married on March 20
in Florida. Congratulations as well to Nick and Liz Dokos, Margeneta’s parents.
Congratulations to Jeffrey Brody as his orchestration of Ludwig Thuille’s ‘Urschlamm
Idyl’ will be premiered by the Berlin Symphony Orchestra at the Berlin Philharmonie on
April 1. He will be present for the premiere.
In our prayers:
The family and friends of Louis Martone, a longtime PACC member, who died on 3/15.
He had been living in Chelsea in recent years. A funeral was held at DeVito Funeral
Home on 3/26 and Pastor Leah officiated.
Taryn Hogan and Tracy Lawless and their families, after the death of their cousin, David
Whitney, on 3/16.
Norm Niven, who will be making decisions soon about a possible third surgery and
further treatments.
Liz Ramras, who is in treatment for non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
Judy Fox, who has been in rehab after a fall at PACC. She learned when she went to the
hospital after falling that she had a broken wrist from an earlier fall.
Susan O’Rourke, who is recovering from surgery.
Jane Puopolo, who had a tough winter because she was ill with pneumonia and the flu.
Jeff Rich, Mike Rich’s brother, who is recuperating in the hospital after 48 hrs. in ICU for
circulatory and cardiac issues. Also, prayers for Mike’s sister, Maryann Armocida, who is
visiting and supporting Jeff during his hospitalization.
Karen Stark, who continues to do physical therapy for her leg. She has had problems
with her knees recently.
Mary, Sharon Hamilton’s aunt, who is nearing the end of her life.
Margaret, Peg Kyle’s friend, who is nearing the end of her life.
Laurie, Debbie Douglas’ cousin and goddaughter, whose severely broken leg is healing.
She is now wearing a boot (instead of a cast).
Also, please keep in your prayers: Carol Barker, Linda Brinkman, Karen Davies, Janet
Doe, Zoila Flores-Quesada, Marilyn Jannsen, Anne Jordan, Evelyn Lewis, Florence
Marshall, Dick Phelps, Linda Jarvis Randall, Marcia Rieth, Alicia Russell, Dorothy
Sexton, Joan Sorensen, Skip Symonds, Doris Wilson, Timothy Young, and Claire Zia.
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Sundays in April at PACC
Worship begins at 10:00 am
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

-

Worship Service with communion, Food Pantry collection
Pancake Breakfast, Palm Sunday Worship Service
Easter Sunday Worship Service followed by Easter Egg Hunt
Worship Service
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The SPIRE
Park Avenue Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
50 Paul Revere Road
Arlington, MA 02476

TO:

An Open and Affirming Congregation
Tel.: 781-643-8680
Email: Office@pacc-ucc.org
Website: www.pacc-ucc.org

Officers
Valerie Censabella, Moderator
Tim Durning, Vice Moderator
Linda Cohn, Clerk
Mark Tuttle, Treasurer

Address Correction Requested

Staff
Leah Lyman Waldron, Minister
Kate Lindheim, Christian Education Director
Jeffrey Brody, Music Director and Organist
Andrea Hart, Youth Music Director
Victor and Sue McNary, Sextons
Christine Rochon, Office Administrator
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